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112™ ANNUAL CONVENTION

Keith A. Kimble was installed as president of
the West Virginia Funeral Directors Associa-
tion at our 112" Annual Convention held June
11-14, 2006, at Charleston Marriorr Hotel,
Charleston, West Virginia.

The 2006-2007 officers were installed at the
Annual Banquet by NFDA Immediate Past
President R. Doggett Whitaker Jr., CFSP;
WVFDA Past President Ira C. Handley re-
ceived the “Charles E. Dodd Award” as Fu-
neral Director of the Year for “faithful, unsel-
fish, outstanding, and dedicated service” to
the Association; and Keith A. Kimble received
the President’s Service Award “in recognition
of outstanding and dedicated service” to the
Association. R. Brent Parker and John W.
Chapman, Il were presented Appreciation
Awards for their years of service on the West

Virginia Board of Funeral Service Examiners.
Congratulations to WVFDA 2006-07 officers
and to all those who received the awards.

The Convention featured education, business,
tabletop exhibits, golf tournament, golf awards
dinner, socials, Memorial Service, Banquet
and Installation of Officers, and a hospitality
room.

The 112th Annual convention was well at-
tended and everyone enjoyed education,
food, and camaraderie.

Some pictures taken at the Convention are in
the center fold of this newsletter.

Plan now to attend the 113th Annual Conven-
tion, which will be held June 11-13, 2007 at
the_ Snowshoe Resort, Snowshoe, West Vir-
ginia.

WEST VIRGINIA FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION
815 QUARRIER STREET, SUITE 345
CHARLESTON, WV 25301-2616
Telephone: 304/345-4711 or 800/585-2351(toll frae\lVV)
Fax: 304/346-6416—E-mail: RPrice0851@aol.com—Websiteww.wvfda.org
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WVFDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Keith A. Kimble
Kimble Funeral Home
P. O. Box 159
Franklin, WV 26807-0159
Telephone: 304/358-7898
Fax: 304/358-3300

PRESIDENT-ELECT
John D. Kepner
Kepner Funeral Homes
1308 Chapline Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Telephone: 304/232-5110
Fax: 304/232-3941

VICE-PRESIDENT
John Hafer Thaxton
Hafer Funeral Home, Inc.
50 North Pinch Road
Elkview, WV 25071
Telephone: 304/965-3331
Fax: 304/965-5238

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Patty Susan Mace

Simons-Coleman Funeral Home, Inc.

P. O. Box 647
Richwood, WV 26261-0647
Telephone: 304/846-2622

Fax: 304/846-2662

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
James W. Lowry
Elk Funeral Home
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302
Telephone: 304/343-3311

DISTRICT |
David L. Baughan
Long & Fisher Funeral Home
6837 Sissonville Drive
Sissonville, WV 25320
Telephone: 304/ 984-3346
Fax: 304/ 984-9168

DISTRICT 1l
Phillip L. Shrewsbury
Broyles-Shrewsbury Funeral Home
110 Market Street
P. O. Box 192
Peterstown, WV 24963
Telephone: 304/753-4325
Fax: 304/753-4886

DISTRICT 1l
James E. Patton
High Lawn Funeral Chapel
1435 East Main Street
Oak Hill, WV 25901
Telephone: 304/469-3251
Fax: 304/469-4862

DISTRICT IV
Jeffrey A. Fraley
Fraley Funeral Home, LLC
P. O. Box 89
Moorefield, WV 26836
Telephone: 304-538-2549
Fax: 304-538-7717

DISTRICT V
Jonathan C. Leavitt
Leavitt Funeral Home, Inc.
403 Seventh Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101-4601
Telephone: 304/422-6459
Fax: 304/422-4313

DISTRICT Vi
John J. Lane
Altmeyer Funeral Homes, Inc.
1400 Eoff Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Telephone: 304/232-0330
Fax: 304/233-3948

DISTRICT VI
Patrick J. Reger
Reger Funeral Home, Inc.
1242 Adams Ave., PO Box 9096
Huntington, WV 25704
Telephone: 304/522-2031
Fax: 304/529-4461

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES
2006-2007 COMMITTEES

AUDIT/BUDGET
Susan Mace, Chairman
John Kepner
John Thaxton

BYLAWS

John Kepner, Chairman
Jim Lowry
Jay Ford

CEMETERY
Jay Ford, Chairman
Executive Committee
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COMMUNICATION
Roger Price, Chairman
District Presidents

CONVENTION
Executive Committee
District IV Host

CREMATION
Dan Hastings, Co-chairman
Roger Cooke, Co-chairman

DISASTER

Robert D. Carpenter, Co-chairman

John Reed, Co-chairman
Jim Lowry

LEGISLATIVE
Mark Tomblyn, Chairman
District Presidents

MEDICAL EXAMINER
Roger Price, Chairman
John Reed
Jim Lowry

MEMBERSHIP
John Kepner, Chairman
District Presidents

MEMORIAL

Bill Surratt, Chairman
Keith Kimble
John Reed

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Keith Kimble

NOMINATING
Jim Lowry, Chairman
District Presidents

PAC
Pat Reger, Co-chairman
Mark Tomblyn, Co-chairman

SCHOLARSHIP
Pat Reger, Chairman
Jay Ford
Tom Smell
Keith Kimble, Ex officio

STATE BOARD LIAISON
Roger Price, Chairman
David Baughan
Jim Lowry

STRATEGIC PLANNING
John Kepner, Chairman
Executive Committee

WVEDA TABLETOP DISPLAY
Keith Kimble, Chairman
John Thaxton

MEET
YOUR

NEW
PRESIDENT

Keith A. Kimble

Keith grew up in Franklin, Pendleton County,
West Virginia, and was the son of the late
John A. and Wilda R. Kimble.

He is a 1973 graduate of Franklin High School,
a 1975 graduate of Potomac State College
and a March 1977 graduate of Pittsburgh Insti-
tute of Mortuary Science.

After graduation, Keith worked with the H. C.
White Funeral Home in Summersville, and
then returned to his hometown, where he pur-
chased property and began renovations for the
opening of Kimble Funeral Home on October
2, 1977. In 1998, he opened a branch funeral
home at Paw Paw, West Virginia. In addition
to the two funeral homes, he also continues to
operate the business he and his dad estab-
lished during Keith’s high school years, which
is known as Kar Kare/Kimble Discount Tire
and he owns Kimble Monument Company and
Groves Monuments LLC in Winchester, Vir-
ginia.

He is a member of the National Funeral Direc-
tors Association, West Virginia Funeral Direc-
tors Association and West Virginia Funeral Di-
rectors Association District IV. He is past presi-
dent of the Franklin Lions Club and the Frank-
lin Ruritan Club. He is a member of the Pen-
dleton Masonic Lodge #144 A.F. & A.M., Scot-
tish Rite of Freemasonry 32 degree in Wheel-
ing, the Osiris Shrine Temple (A.A.O.N.M.S.)
of Wheeling and Valley Shrine Club in Harri-
sonburg, VA. He is a member of the Ruddle
Presbyterian Church. He willingly provides ser-
vices to local community organizations,
whether it is putting up a tent for a soccer
team’s uniform fundraiser or installing new
playground equipment at the elementary
school.
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He spends what little free time he has boating
and relaxing at Deep Creek Lake.

Keith has provided services to families and his
community for nearly 29 years. Over the past
few years, he has served in all offices of the
WV Funeral Directors Association and cher-
ishes the friendships he has developed on that
journey. He now looks forward to serving as
your President.

PROCEDURES FOR PAYING TOLLS
ON THE WEST VIRGINIA TURNPIKE
DURING FUNERAL PROCESSIONS

The West Virginia Parkways Authority has a
long-standing policy to provide non-stop ar-
rangements for funeral processions requiring
passage through any of our four toll plazas on
the Turnpike. Once the date, time and route of
the funeral procession is established, the Fu-
neral Director may contact the Director of Toll,
Steve Maynard, at (304) 256-6690 or at smay-
nard@wvturnpike.com. Arrangements  will
then be made with the toll plazas to allow the
funeral procession to proceed through a spe-
cially designated lane without stopping. A
Parkways employee will count the number of
vehicles in the procession passing through the
lane and an invoice is mailed to the funeral
home. This process has proved very success-
ful and provides for no disruptions to the fu-
neral procession. Also, if no prior phone call is
made, the funeral director can provide the toll
collector with a business card, the vehicles in
the procession will be counted and pass
through with no disruption, and an invoice will
be mailed at a later time.

The Parkways has always attempted to work
with Funeral Directors to ensure that the dig-
nity and respect accorded to the procession is
maintained and passage through the toll pla-
zas is uninterrupted.

Gregory C. Barr
General Manager
West Virginia Parkways Authority

CONVENTION MEMORIAL SERVICE

The West Virginia Funeral Directors Associa-
tion Annual Memorial Service in memory of
our friends and colleagues was held Wednes-
day, June 14, 2006, during the 112th Annual
Convention.

Martin Mayes was the soloist accompanied by
Mary Bumbardner and Dr. David Mitchell offi-
ciated at the service.

A visual tribute by National Music was pre-
sented and our members remembered were:

David J. Harmer
Harmer Funeral Home
Shinnston, WV
October 2, 2005

Ruth Esther Hines
Fraley Funeral Home
Moorefield, WV
June 19, 2005

Marian Kay (Schaeffer) Kitzmiller
Schaeffer Funeral Home
Petersburg, WV
January 19, 2006

Floyd Louis Krantz
Krantz-McNeely Funeral Home
Man, WV
April 12, 2006

Alva Douglas “Al” Linder
Kogelschatz Funeral Home
Martinsburg, WV
December 11, 2005

William R. “Bill” Stump
Clarksburg Casket Company
Charleston, WV
March 8, 2006

Olin Hampton Weaver
Weaver Mortuary, Inc
Williamson, WV
March 13, 2006

Thanks to Billy Surratt, WVFDA Memorial
Chairman, for a job well done.
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IN MEMORIAM

- MRS. JANE GATENS VAUGHAN

Mrs. Jane Gatens Vaughan, 70, of Red
House, West Virginia, died June 14, 2006, at
home. .She was the daughter of Mrs. Norma
Lee Gatens and was affiliated with Gatens-
Harding Funeral Home, Poca, West Virginia

- MARK C. STRICKLAND

Mr. Mark Clay Strickland, 84, of 5428 Elk
River Road, N., Elkview, West Virginia, died
April 24, 2006 following a short illness. He
was the father of Mark Stephen (Steve) Strick-
land, an employee of Aurora Casket Com-

pany.

The thoughts and prayers of the West Virginia
Funeral Directors Association are with the
families of Mrs. Vaughan and Mr. Strickland.

DEATH NOTICE POLICY

It is the policy of the Association to send to all
members a notice of the death of a member
or their immediate family (spouse, child, par-
ent). This is done immediately after we are
contacted and the necessary information is
provided to us.

We need your help since we are not always
contacted regarding the death of a member or
their immediate family. There have been in-
stances where we were told three to six
months later and in some cases, it has cre-
ated hard feelings.

Please help us by calling the Association of-
fice as soon as the information is available for
us to send out.

ANNUAL WVFDA ADVOCACY SUMMIT

The Annual February WVFDA Advocacy
Summit is being planned for February 13-14,
2007 at the Marriott Hotel, Charleston. 1t is
very important to our Legislative efforts that

you attend.

Not only are there CE credits provided but the
Capitol visits and Legislative reception are of
extreme importance.

During the February 2006 reception, we had
many Senators and Delegates attend all ask-
ing, “Where is my Funeral Director from back
home?” This gives us a great opportunity to
talk one on one with those who make Legisla-
tive decisions.

Your attendance is necessary, important to
our efforts, and we urge you to attend.

Please remember — “Politics is not a specta-
tor sport.”

VITAL STATISTICS—DEATH CERTIFICATES

The new model Vital Statistics Act has now
passed the West Virginia Legislature and has
been signed by the Governor.

As you know, this is the bill which allows for
electronic filing of death certificates, which will
alleviate most of our problems with attending
physicians signing the certificate.

Rules are now being prepared for the imple-
mentation of the law and will be considered by
the Interim Committee on Rule Making Re-
view. We are a step closer to what you have
worked so hard to attain; however, the Rules
need to be passed and the computer system
for electronic filing developed.

WVFDA Mission Statement

WVFDA's mission is to serve its members ahd
the public by furthering the profession of fyi-
neral service through enhanced educatignal
opportunity, involvement in the public and pii-
vate areas, and development of communica-
tions with its membership and all involvgqd
with the profession.
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As a result of the passage of the bill and ef-
fective July 1, 2006, the cost of death certifi-
cates is now ten dollars ($10.00) each. You
will receive information from Vital Statistics
shortly.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 29-August 2, 2006
2006 NFDA Leadership Conference
Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
Albuquerque, NM

Wednesday, September 6, 2006
Board Meeting
Location to be announced
Deep Creek Lake

October 15, 2006
NFDA Policy Board Meeting
Philadelphia, PA

October 15-18, 2006
125th NFDA Annual Convention & Expo
Philadelphia, PA

Tuesday, December 5, 2006
Strategic Planning Meeting
Marriott Hotel
Charleston, WV

Wednesday, December 6, 2006
Board Meeting
Marriott Hotel
Charleston, WV

Monday, February 12, 2007
Board Meeting
Marriott Hotel

Charleston, WV

February 13-14, 2007
Midwinter Meeting - Advocacy Summit
Marriott Hotel
Charleston, WV

Wednesday, May 9, 2007
Board Meeting
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe, WV

e WEST VIRGINIA PRENEED FUNERAL TRUST, INC. @

WVFDA 113th Annual Convention
June 11-13, 2007
Snowshoe Resort

Snowshoe, WV

WVFDA—PAC

Funeral Service is a legislated profession.
You are faced each day with federal and state
laws and regulations ranging from OSHA,
FTC, ADA, Licensure, Continuing Education,
Preneed, Vital Statistics, DHHAR, Environ-
mental and the list goes on and on.

Political Action Committees are an important
part of the American political process. During
the last 30 years almost every crisis we, as a
profession, have had dealt in some way with
federal or state government. That alone
should make your contribution to NFDA-PAC
and WVFDA-PAC a top priority.

- NFDA-PAC

The NFDA-PAC has one purpose and
one purpose only — to elect and retain
members of Congress who advocate and
support public policies that benefit funeral
service and small business.

Your contribution to the NFDA-PAC en-
sures that NFDA will have a seat at the
table when discussions are made about
issues in Washington. It also ensures
that NFDA will have significant input in
electing members of Congress who un-
derstand and support the issues and con-

FUNERAL TRUST

815 Quarrier St., Suite 345, Charleston, WV 25301
Telephone: 304/345-4711 or 800/585-2351 (tolifr&\V)
Fax: 304/346-6416 — E-mail: RPrice0851@aal.com
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cerns of funeral service, small business,
and their employees.

Your contribution to the NFDA-PAC is
pooled with those of other contributors
from around the country and used to
make contributions to the campaigns of
those running for election and re-election
to the U. S. House of Representatives
and the U.S. Senate.

Please make your personal check (Law
prohibits corporate checks) payable to:

NFDA-PAC

NFDA

13625 Bishops Drive
Brookfield, WI 53005-6607

- WVFDA-PAC

The WVFDA-PAC operates the same
way as NFDA-PAC; however on a state
level. The WVFDA-PAC purpose is to
elect and retain members of the West Vir-
ginia Legislature who advocate and sup-
port policies that benefit funeral service.

This is an election year and we desper-
ately need your PAC contribution if we
are to be able to support, in the General
Election, those who advocate issues im-
portant to us.

We have been tremendously successful
over the years with legislation in all areas
involving funeral service, mostly due to
people being in office who believe what
we believe. Please don't let that slip
away.

Please make your personal check (law
prohibits corporate checks) payable to:

WVFDA-PAC

WVFDA

815 Quarrier Street, Suite 345
Charleston, WV 25301-2645

STATE BOARD NEWS

The West Virginia Board of Funeral Service
Examiners members are:

Ben F. Williams, President
Cardinal Funeral Suppliers
116 Thurmond Drive, Box 162
Oak Hill, WV 25901
Telephone: (304) 462-8232
Fax: 304/233-3948

Raymond S. Tomassene, Secretary
Three Hazlett court

Wheeling, WV 26003

Telephone: 304/233-1400

John L. Attilli

Rosedale Funeral Home & Cemetery
917 Cemetery Road

Martinsburg, WV 25401

Telephone: 304-263-4922

Fax: 304-263-0771

A. Craig Rotruck

James G. Lobb Funeral Home
295 South Price Street
Kingwood, WV 26537
Telephone: (304) 329-0117

John S. Stump

Stump Funeral Home, Inc.
P. O. Box 648

Grantsville, WV 26147
Telephone: 304-354-6104
Fax: 304-354-6480

Stephen T. Varner

Masters Funeral Home
209 Main Street
Mannington, WV 26582
Telephone: (304) 986-1121

Constance Sloan, Executive Director
WYV Board of Funeral Service Examiners
179 Summers Street, Suite 305
Charleston, WV 25301-2131

Telephone: 304/558-0302

E-mail: wvfuneralboard@msn.com
Website: www.wvfuneralboard.com

The State Board can be contacted at the
above address.

Please refer to your State Board newsletter
for additional information.



WVFDA FACT LINE Page 8

$ % & () $ o + , -8/ "0 "(

% 1' 1 %2 2 * 3| "0 oy



WVFDA FACT LINE Page 9

4"% 25 (1.*, e (0 ## +

% &( "0 ) (!') $ e o+ 6" , .6, 7", .8'#

& 3 (% % /



WVFDA FACT LINE

Page 10

GEORGE E. REGER
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The George E. Reger Memorial Scholarship is
a fund established by the West Virginia Fu-
neral Directors Association in 1991 and pro-
vides funds to persons who have chosen to
enter the funeral profession.

Please contribute to your scholarship fund.
All donations to the scholarship fund are tax
deductible. Contributions may be made to the
scholarship at the below address:

George E. Reger Scholarship Fund
815 Quarrier Street, Suite 345
Charleston, WV 25301-2616
or contact:

Pat Reger at 304-522-2031

CLASSIFIED

Virginia Licensed funeral director and em-
balmer looking for work in West Virginia —
has West Virginia license. Contact your As-
sociation office for details at:

304/345-4711 or 800/585-2351(toll free in WV)

Retiring West Virginia licensed funeral di-
rector in central West Virginia looking for
part time work. Will help with busy times,
vacations, etc. Contact your Association of-
fice for detalls at:

304/345-4711 or 800/585-2351(toll free in WV)

FUNERAL ETHICS

The following is a case study from the Funeral
Ethics Association. We suggest that you dis-
cuss it with your staff.

Case #70—Make No Unkeepable Commitment

Your licensee made arrangements for a fu-
neral with a woman and son who asked that
only they be able to view the deceased hus-

band and father. Although there were other
family members your licensee agreed to their
wishes.

However, although no obituary notice was re-
leased prior to the funeral, other family mem-
bers arrived at the funeral home where the
casket had been opened for the private view-
ing of the widow and son.

The widow and son arrive, realize that other
family members viewed, contrary to the verbal
agreement, and are most upset. Later, you
receive a letter form an attorney citing breach
of contract and asking for consideration on the
$7,000 funeral and threatening a suit. Your
ethical analysis leads you to one of the follow-
ing options:

A. Ask the lawyer what he has in mind and
settle for up to $500.00 less.

B. Contact your insurance company and fol-
low their advice.

C. Explain to the family that the casket was
open for their viewing and the doors to the
viewing room were closed. You couldn’t
be expected to have guards to prevent en-
try.

D. Do nothing, just wait and see what devel-
ops.

DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT NEWS

The seven (7) districts are an extremely im-
portant part of your Association. Each District
has a District President/Governor, who is a
member of the Association Board and it is im-
portant that they schedule District meetings,
take information to the Association Board and
take Association Board information back to
the District. The districts were developed so
there could be representation at the local
level, not just at the state level.

We need your participation to help this Asso-
ciation continue to evolve into what you want
it to be. Your Association has a great strate-
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gic plan and the districts are a major part of it;
however, for it to work we must have District
involvement.

As of the writing of this newsletter, we have
no District news to report. Please send your
District news to the Association office so it can
be published in the next edition scheduled for
October 2006.

COMMUNICATIONS

Although the information that follows has been
sent to you in the past, the following is
information for you and your use:
1) Association Address:

WYV Funeral Directors Association

815 Quarrier Street, Suite 345

Charleston, WV 25301-2616
2) Association Telephone: 304/345-4711

3) Association Toll Free in West Virginia
Telephone Number: 800/585-2351

4) Association Fax Number:  304/346-6416
5) E-mail Address: RPrice0851@aol.com

6) WVFDA Web Page: (Internet)
www.wvfda.org

Six ways to communicate.
In addition:

1) Executive Director Bulletins

2) Association Newsletter — Newsletter
contains advertising to defray cost.

3) Special Mailings — as necessary.
Three more ways to communicate.

Plus, your executive director is equipped with
a cell phone.

WVFDA PAST
PRESIDENT
NFDA

SECRETARY

John D. Reed, Sr., CFSP, CPC

WVFDA Past President John D. Reed was
elected and installed as NFDA Secretary at
the NFDA Annual Convention in Chicago, Illi-
nois, on October 5, 2005.

John has served in all offices of the West Vir-
ginia Funeral Directors Association, is active
in his community, and has served on many
NFDA committees and as NFDA At-Large
Representative before being elected to the
national office of secretary.

John lives in Webster Springs with his wife,
Alice, and is the proud father of two and
grandfather of four.

The West Virginia Funeral Directors Associa-
tion is proud of John and congratulates him on
attaining National office with NFDA.
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THANK YOU

We wish to thank those companies who have
placed a business card advertisements in our
newsletter. Your support of our Association is
appreciated.

The cards published in this newsletter are
those who have, as of the time of this newslet-
ter going to print, purchased a business card
advertisement in WVFDA Fact Line .

Thank you.
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